The Renovator

South Terrace Bridges improve access and safety

Op September 18, 2000, Pentagon emplovees and visi-
tors breathed a collective sigh of relief with the opening of
Rotary Road in its final configuration, running undermeath
the two new poedestrian bridges along the Pentagon’s South
Terrace between the Pentagon and South Parking.

“The project requined frequent lane change configura-
tions, entrance closures and pedestrian detours,” zaid Lou
Couture, the South Terrace Project Manager for the Penta-
gon Renovation Program. “Pentagon personnel have been
very patient throughout the entire construction process.”

The South Terrace project includes two pedestrian bridges
over Rotary Road, the renovation of the South Loading Dock,
and new entrances to the second floor of the Pentagon al
Comidors 2 and 3. The Comidor 2 Bridge opened in August
of 19949, The cast side of the loading dock was completed on
January 3, 2000, and the Corridor 3 bridge was completed in
garly February 20010, “We now can see the vision of the
designers and constructors realized,” said Couture.

Thai “vision"™ was closely coordinated with the Mational Capi-
tal Planning Commission and other historical review agen-
cies o ensure the integrity of the Pentagon’s historical fea-
tures was maintained. *The design of the structure as well
as the materials used help to integrate the new bridges with
the existing Pentagen facade,” said Couture. In fact, the
limestone that lines much of the bridge project was obtained
from the same Indiana quarry that provided the Pentagon its
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skin more than 58 vears ago. “Our goal was o match the
color and texiure of the existing limestone so that the project
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The sttention to detail appears 1o have caught the
¢ve of the design and construction industry, In January
2001, the Construction Management Association of
America recognized the project as the
“Project of the Year.,” "lhe recog-
nition the project is receiving is a tes-
tament to the dedicated cfforts of the
entire South Terrace project team,”
said Couture

The Pentagon Renovation Pro-
gram, the Pentagon Building Manage-
ment Office, the Defense Protective
Service and other building represen-
tatives worked together from day one
to ensure the success of the project
“Coordination was the key,” said Cou-
ture, “I was crtical 1o have all the
stakehalders arcund the table often fo
identify iszues of concern and solve
problems before they impacied cost
and schedule.”

[he main purpose of the South Ter-
race project is to ease traffic conges-
tion along Rotary Road and to pro-
vide separation of vehicular traffic and
pedestrians accessing the building.
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“It"s always safer when vou separate vehicles and pedes-
trians,” said John Jester, Chiel, Defense Protective Service
According 1o Jester, the project may also reduce the burden Vi
on his staff to maintain traffic flow along Rotary Road. “When A E ST A VA
both bridges become fully accessible, the need to have offic-
ers directing traffic may decrease,” he said. “The smoother v ATH
flow of traffic we expect when personnel nse hoth hridges
should also decrease congestion along Rotary Road during the
morning and evening rush hours and that translates to fewer
nccidents,” Jester added

Both bridges contain two elevators and three stairways that
allow pedesirians to cross safely over Rotary Road and either
enter the building on the second Aoor or descend to the Dol
bus stops aleng Rotary Road or to South Parking. Now that The Souik Terrace Pedesirian Bridges project war recogrized re
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